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Involvement is the KeyInvolvement is the Key

• The Commitment MUST be made.

• Every Level of the Structure MUST 
participate.

• Joint efforts IMPROVE the End 
Product.



Office of Energy Security
Organization Structure

Director of the Office 
of Energy Security

Energy Assistance
Energy Planning and 
Advocacy State Energy Office

Energy Regulation 
and Planning

Energy Facility 
Permitting

Operations

SEP/EECBG

Weatherization

CIP



Joint MPCA and OESJoint MPCA and OES
Legislative ReportsLegislative Reports

 Annual Legislative Proposal Report on Greenhouse Gas Emission Annual Legislative Proposal Report on Greenhouse Gas Emission 
ReductionsReductions
•• Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes §§ 216H.07, subd. 4216H.07, subd. 4

 Minnesota Conservation Improvement Program Energy and Minnesota Conservation Improvement Program Energy and 
Carbon Dioxide Savings ReportCarbon Dioxide Savings Report
•• Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes §§216B.241, subd. 1c(g).SOx and 216B.241, subd. 1c(g).SOx and 

NOx Reduction ProgramNOx Reduction Program

 Biennial Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Progress ReportBiennial Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Progress Report
•• pursuant to Minnesota Statutes pursuant to Minnesota Statutes §§ 216H.07, subd. 3216H.07, subd. 3

 Green Solutions Act ReportGreen Solutions Act Report
•• Pursuant to Minnesota Session Laws 2008 Chapter 340 Pursuant to Minnesota Session Laws 2008 Chapter 340 –– Green Green 

Solutions Act of 2008 Solutions Act of 2008 



Environment and Environment and 
Energy Planning & AdvocacyEnergy Planning & Advocacy

 Route Permitting/Certificates of Need Route Permitting/Certificates of Need 
 Emission Costs RecoveryEmission Costs Recovery

•• SOx and NOx Reduction ProgramSOx and NOx Reduction Program
•• Mercury Emission Reduction ProgramMercury Emission Reduction Program

 Carbon RegulationCarbon Regulation
•• Establish Carbon Cost RangeEstablish Carbon Cost Range

 Integrated Resource PlanningIntegrated Resource Planning
•• Uses approved carbon cost rangeUses approved carbon cost range



InterInter--Agency CoordinationAgency Coordination
 Executive Level Executive Level ––

•• BiBi--weekly meetings  of ten state weekly meetings  of ten state 
agencies on policy & program issuesagencies on policy & program issues

 Management Level Management Level ––
•• Management position physically coManagement position physically co--

located at both agencieslocated at both agencies

 Staff Level Staff Level ––
•• Joint Staff MeetingsJoint Staff Meetings
•• Coordination on outreach, grants, Coordination on outreach, grants, 

events, training, reports & projects  events, training, reports & projects  



Collaboration Collaboration -- Environment and Environment and 
the State Energy Officethe State Energy Office

 Municipal Municipal –– CERTS (Clean Energy CERTS (Clean Energy 
Resource Teams; GreenStep Cities; Resource Teams; GreenStep Cities; 
GreenCorpsGreenCorps–– statewide programs;statewide programs;

 Schools Schools -- Minnesota Schools Cutting Minnesota Schools Cutting 
CarbonCarbon-- reducing GHG and saving energyreducing GHG and saving energy
Grid Neutral Schools (CEESP project)Grid Neutral Schools (CEESP project)

 Conservation Improvement ProgramConservation Improvement Program
•• Establish Carbon estimates of energy Establish Carbon estimates of energy 

efficiencyefficiency



Pollution Control Agency Pollution Control Agency 
ResponsibilitiesResponsibilities

 EmissionsEmissions--Reduction Rider (2001)Reduction Rider (2001)
 Mercury EmissionsMercury Emissions--Reduction Plans Reduction Plans 

(2006)(2006)
 Multiple Pollutant Environmental Multiple Pollutant Environmental 

Improvement Plans (2006)Improvement Plans (2006)
 Greenhouse Gas Emissions Control Greenhouse Gas Emissions Control 

(2007)(2007)
 Greenhouse Gas EmissionsGreenhouse Gas Emissions--Reductions Reductions 

and Policy Development (2007)and Policy Development (2007)



Pollution Control Agency Pollution Control Agency 
AssistanceAssistance

 Renewable Energy Credits (2007) Renewable Energy Credits (2007) 
 Cost of Carbon for Resource Planning Cost of Carbon for Resource Planning 

(2007)(2007)
 Conservation Improvement Plans Conservation Improvement Plans 

(2007)(2007)



MERP SupportersMERP Supporters

 Chamber of Chamber of 
CommerceCommerce

 Izaak Walton Izaak Walton 
LeagueLeague

 Minnesotans for an Minnesotans for an 
Energy Efficient Energy Efficient 
EconomyEconomy

 Suburban Rate Suburban Rate 
AuthorityAuthority

 Sierra ClubSierra Club
 North Star SteelNorth Star Steel
 State Agencies:  State Agencies:  

Department of Department of 
Commerce, Commerce, 
Attorney General, Attorney General, 
MPCAMPCA



Environmental Drivers for Metropolitan Environmental Drivers for Metropolitan 
Emission Reduction Plan (MERP)Emission Reduction Plan (MERP)

 Fine particulate Fine particulate 
matter matter (PM(PM2.52.5) ) 
(SO(SO22, NO, NOxx))

 Coarse particles Coarse particles 
(PM(PM1010))

 Ozone Ozone (O(O33) ) 
(NO(NOxx))

 Mercury Mercury (Hg)(Hg)

 Regional haze Regional haze 
(SO(SO22, NO, NOxx))

 Lead Lead (Pb)(Pb)
 Greenhouse gases Greenhouse gases 

(CO(CO22))
 Acid Rain Acid Rain (SO(SO22, , 

NONOxx))
 Localized impactsLocalized impacts



Environmental Drivers for Metropolitan Environmental Drivers for Metropolitan 
Emission Reduction Plan (MERP)Emission Reduction Plan (MERP)



Metropolitan Emissions Reduction Metropolitan Emissions Reduction 
Plan Plan –– MPCA ReviewMPCA Review

 Technical review of proposed air Technical review of proposed air 
pollution control devicespollution control devices

 Capital cost reviewCapital cost review
 Assessment of human health and Assessment of human health and 

environmental benefitsenvironmental benefits
 Recommendation on Recommendation on 

““appropriatenessappropriateness”” of project to the of project to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 



Metropolitan Emissions Reduction Metropolitan Emissions Reduction 
Plan Plan –– PUC ReviewPUC Review

 PUC public hearings and comment PUC public hearings and comment 
periods focused on:periods focused on:
•• Natural gas supply and priceNatural gas supply and price
•• Environmental benefitsEnvironmental benefits
•• Project selection by XcelProject selection by Xcel
•• Costs and cost containmentCosts and cost containment

 ““Appropriately achieves Appropriately achieves 
environmental benefits without environmental benefits without 
unreasonable consumer costsunreasonable consumer costs””



Metropolitan Emissions Reduction Metropolitan Emissions Reduction 
Plan Plan –– Keys to SuccessKeys to Success

 Enabling legislation Enabling legislation –– the roadmapthe roadmap
 Community/Stakeholder BuyCommunity/Stakeholder Buy--inin
 Balanced benefits analysis:Balanced benefits analysis:

•• Environmental benefitsEnvironmental benefits
•• Energy system benefitsEnergy system benefits
•• Full context needs to be considered to Full context needs to be considered to 

effectively evaluate the costseffectively evaluate the costs

 Relationships and trustRelationships and trust



Metropolitan Emissions Reduction Metropolitan Emissions Reduction 
Plan Plan –– Emission ReductionsEmission Reductions



Questions?Questions?
 Vincent.ChavezVincent.Chavez@state.mn.us@state.mn.us

Special Assistant to the Director,Special Assistant to the Director,
Office of Energy SecurityOffice of Energy Security
651651--296296--93259325

 Bill.Sierks@state.mn.usBill.Sierks@state.mn.us
Manager, Clean Energy & Climate ActionsManager, Clean Energy & Climate Actions
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
651651--757757--27222722

 Frank.Kohlasch@state.mn.usFrank.Kohlasch@state.mn.us
Manager, Air Quality Assessment & PolicyManager, Air Quality Assessment & Policy
Minnesota Pollution Control AgencyMinnesota Pollution Control Agency
651651--757757--25002500


